Lauren Helton

Biologist & Scientific lllustrator

Education
B.A. 2008 Biology, Whitman College
Minor: Studio Art

Employment

Staff Biologist and Scientific lllustrator, The Institute for Bird Populations, Petaluma, CA.

Trains new bird banders in banding practices in North and Central America and the Pacific Islands.
Manages field crews, verifies banding data, and recruits seasonal biologists. Project manager for
Tropical Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survivorship in Saipan, CNMI (2014-current) and Tongan
Ground-Dove project in American Samoa (2017-current).

Creates illustrations for IBP publications, presentations, reports, outreach materials and more.
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Work Experience

Field Biologist, Institute for Bird Populations, Oregon. May through August 2011.
Trained and managed teams of bird banding technicians across multiple locations throughout the
state of Oregon for IBP's Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survivorship project.

Field technician Institute for Bird Populations, Saipan, CNMI, May through October 2010, and
Siuslaw National Forest, OR, Summer 2009
Extracted and banded 1500 passerines and near-passerines on Saipan and in Oregon for IBP's
Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survivorship project.

Aplomado Falcon Hack Site Attendant, The Peregrine Fund, Valentine, TX, Summer 2007 and 2008
Released, fed, and monitored fledgling Aplomado Falcons. Assisted in operation of hack sites at
four ranches in West Texas. Coordinated with ranchers and Peregrine Fund staff.

Student Field Ecologist, The School for Field Studies, Yungaburra, Queensland, Australia, Spring 2007
Determined the species assemblage of insectivorous bats in a highly endangered rainforest
fragment.

Birds of prey volunteer, Oregon Zoo, Portland, OR 2002-2004.
Fed, trained, and exercised a variety of captive raptors, as well as Indian Runner Ducks and Hadada
Ibis. Presented live public demonstrations on zoo grounds and at schools. Participated in full flight
summer shows to zoo visitors.

Teaching Experience

Biology Lab Teaching Assistant, Arkansas State University, Jonesboro, AR. 2011-2012.
Taught introductory Biological Sciences and Cell Biology to undergraduate students.

Nature Specialist, Willowbrook Center for the Development of Human Potential, Tualatin, OR, 2006.
Organized, planned, and taught science and natural history lessons to children ages 8 to 12.

Biology Lab Teaching Assistant, Whitman College, Walla Walla, WA, 2005-2006
Instructed beginning biology students in a wide array of basic laboratory practices.

Field Skills

Passerine banding, ageing and sexing; raptor trapping and handling; captive bird care; visual and
auditory identification of birds; habitat and vegetation analysis; benthic arthropod collection and
identification; minnow trapping and fish identification; small mammal trapping and processing.

Software Skills
Program R; Microsoft Office suite; Open Office suite; Adobe Photoshop, ArcGIS.
Typing: 96 wpm.
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